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1 . APPRECIATE EMBASSY REPORT REFTEL OF VIEWS OF SENIOR 
MFA OFFICIAL ON AWACS. WE AGREE THAT HIS VIEWS ARE NOT 
RPT NOT CONSISTENT WITH OFFICIAL BELGIAN POSITION AS EX- 
PRESSED BY MOD VANDEN BOEYNANTS AT DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING, 
AND THAT THEY REFLECT (AS EMBASSY COMMENTS) A NEED FOR 
FURTHER EDUCATING HIM ON A NUMBER OF POINTS. OF THESE 
PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT IS FACT THAT MILITARY REQUIREMENT 
FOR AWACS HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY ESTABLISHED AND ENDORSED 
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BOTH BY MILITARY COMMITTEE AND BY MINISTERS AT DECEMBER 
DPC. FAR FROM BEING ONLY A US PROGRAM "DEVELOPED BY US 
TO MEET A NEED IT IDENTIFIED,WITH WHICH THE SMALLER NATIONS 
WERE ASKED TO ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES IN THE LAST STAGES ," 

THIS IS A PROGRAM WHICH HAS BEEN EXHAUSTIVELY REVIEWED 
AND STUDIED AT THE DIRECTION OF MINISTERS. THE MILITARY 
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COMMITTEE HAS AGREED ON SIGNIFICANT AVIONICS ENHANCEMENTS 
FOR THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT . THERE IS SIMPLY NO AVAIL- 
ABLE ALTERNATIVE FOR THE AWACS DEEP-LOOK, LOW-LEVEL AIR 
AND SEA DETECTION AND TRACKING CAPABILITY. WITHOUT AEW 


ALLIANCE DEFENSE CAPABILITIES AND CONSEQUENT ABILITY 
TO DETER ATTACK WILL BE SERIOUSLY DEGRADED IN THE 1980S. 
THIS IS THE REASON US AND OTHERS STRONGLY URGE 
ACQUISITION OF THE SYSTEM. 

2. RE INDUSTRIAL COLLABORATION, THESE POSSIBILITIES 
(WHICH ARE LIMITED FOR HALF-SHARE NATIONS LIKE BELGIUM) 
AND THE RATIONALE THEREFORE ARE SPELLED OUT IN DETAIL 
IN A COMPREHENSIVE NATO DOCUMENT PREPARED FOR THE DE- 
CEMBER DPC (SEE ANNEX IV TO PO/76/136), WHICH IS HELD BY 
GOB. (IF EMBASSY BRUSSELS DOES NOT HOLD THIS DOCUMENT , 
IT SHOULD CONSULT WITH USNATO.) 

3. RE POSSIBLE UTILIZATION OF FRENCH/GE SNEMCA CFM 56 
ENGINE FOR AWACS.SELECTION OF THE ENGINE IS NOT YET 
FINAL. WE NOTE FROM APPENDIX 2 TO ANNEX IV OF PO/76/136 
THAT WERE THE SNECMA CFM-56 ENGINE SELECTED, BELGIAN 
PARTICIPATION IN INDUSTRIAL COLLABORATION WOULD BE REL- 
ATIVELY MINOR. FURTHERMORE, ITS COMPETITOR, THE 
PRATT- WHITNEY TF-33 ENGINE, IS CONSIDERABLY LESS EX- 
PENSIVE AND THEREFORE WOULD APPEAR THE MORE LIKELY 
EVENTUAL CHOICE FOR AWACS. 
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